MEDIA STATEMENT
DWS refutes claims made by OUTA on the cost of toilets
23 May 2018
The Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) has noted with concern the peddling of lies
by the Organisation Undoing Tax Abuse (OUTA), alleging that government will spend R88
500 on a single bucket toilet.
DWS denies these baseless allegations by OUTA as outright lies whose sole purpose seem
to be meant to mislead the public and cast aspersions on government spending and priorities.
The budget allocation against the audited and completed number of toilets as reflected by
OUTA is by no means correct or an accurate reflection of the cost of the toilet.
On average, the provision of a dry sanitation solution in areas without adequate infrastructure
to enable the flushing of the toilet can cost up to R11 500 per toilet and R15 000 for
waterborne toilet excluding new water, sewer reticulation as well as bulk services in the
affected area.
Waterborne sanitation requires a number of aspects to enable the flushing of a toilet. This
includes site preparation and establishment, digging and installing services such as
reticulation and providing the top structures and yard connections. Generally, 70% of the
project cost will go towards the reticulation (work underground) whilst the balance entails site
establishment costs, new toilet structures and furniture, project management and design fees.
The Department remains committed to eradicate bucket toilets whilst ensuring that all South
Africans enjoy proper and dignified sanitation services that they were denied by the erstwhile
government.
We will execute this constitutional mandate while following the necessary prescripts and we
will not be deterred by any organisation whose mandate is not of improving the lives of our
people.
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