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Introduction
Vision 21 is an initiative to put an end to the global crisis where one billion people lack access to safe drinking water and another three billion people have no access to adequate sanitation. In 1994 when the democratic government was elected more than 12 million people lacked access to adequate safe drinking water, that number has now been reduced by more than 50%. In terms of sanitation the backlog is approximately 18 million people. Sanitation provision is an area where we have made minimal progress since 1994.  Active participation in the WSSCC and the implementation of Vision 21 will mean that we have easy access to international best practice and innovative strategies for improving this unacceptable situation.

Policy Framework for Water Service Delivery in South Africa


Prior to 1994, South Africa did not have a national institution responsible for ensuring equitable and sustainable access to water supply and sanitation services. In order to rectify this situation, the following programmes and policies were developed to support water supply and sanitation service delivery:

· The Reconstruction and Development Programme which identified the lack of access to adequate water supply and sanitation services as a priority for government intervention.

· The White Paper on Water Supply and Sanitation (1994) that outlined the strategy to achieve this goal of providing water services to 12 million people who did not have access to these services and 18 million people without sanitation.

· The National Constitution guaranteeing everyone a right of access to basic water supply and sanitation services necessary for human health and well being.

· The recent White Paper on Household Sanitation which committed government to clearing the sanitation backlog in the country within the next ten years. In order to achieve this, the government has committed to providing a budget of R360 million per year over this period. The vision is for improved health, dignity and quality of life for all South Africans through improved sanitation and hygiene.

· 
· The Water Services Act of 1997 provides a developmental regulatory framework for the provision of water services, and clearly defines the roles and responsibilities of the different spheres of government. This Act has been designed to protect the poor and to make sure that they can take advantage of new development opportunities.

· Cabinet approved the National Sanitation Policy in August 2001: This policy has build on the lessons learned from sanitation improvement projects that have been implemented over the last six years.

· In 2000 the government announced a policy of free basic water policy which is designed to ensure that poor households have access to safe drinking water. In July 2001 this policy was official implemented, most local authorities are making every effort to provide free basic water to their customers.

Linkages between SA Policy and Vision 21 and WSSCC Activities 
The mission of WSSCC is to accelerate the achievement of sustainable water, sanitation and waste management to all people, with special attention to the unserved poor, by enhancing collaboration among developing countries and external support agencies and through concerted action programme.

The policies of our government are closely aligned to the mission of WSSCC and reflect our commitment to sustainable service delivery for all. 
Vision 21 advocates strongly for putting people’s initiatives and capacity for self-reliance at the centre of planning and action. This is an area where we still need to learn from international best practice. The Mvula Trust is one organization that has been successful in implementing a people-centered development approach. Their approach has demonstrated that if poor communities from rural and peri-urban areas are involved in the process they are willing to take ownership of projects and to commit to them, including financially. s. Our implementation strategies need to take cogniscence of these community initiatives and to support them.  Community-driven initiatives are more likely to be sustainable in a long term than external driven interventions that  ignore local knowledge, capacity and culture.

South Africa has much knowledge and experience in service delivery, which has been acquired over the last seven years since 1994, and this can be shared through the WSSCC network with the rest of the developing world. A local chapter of the WSSCC will also enable members to share best practice among themselves.

Role of SA in the Global Sanitation Campaign


The WSSCC is gearing up to launch a global campaign to influence world leaders and other decision makers to raise the profile of sanitation, hygiene and water supply issues on the international political agenda. The Council will use the World Summit to advocate for access to water and sanitation services for all. South Africa as the hosting country has a very important role to play in ensuring the success of this campaign. Our government and professionals within the sector can play an important role to ensure that the World Summit on Sustainable Development leads to clear strategies for addressing the water supply and sanitation service backlog world wide. 
