Drilling Contractors Association of Southern Africa

Pretoria 

9 June 2001

Ladies and Gentlemen

Colleagues and Friends

All protocols observed  !

Last weekend I was with a delegation of South Africans in Nigeria to take further the proposal of our President Thabo Mbeki for the Millennium African Recovery Programme. 

That’s where I learnt this wonderful Nigerian approach to protocol. Rather than greeting a long list of dignitaries before you speak, just say “all protocols observed” and get on with the job you’re there to do.

I mention this because getting down to work is not what we associate with Africa. Too often, we allow pessimism and negativity to take over; you know nothing good is happening in our country, no good can come out of Africa, it’s all downhill. 

Well, if we think and believe that, it will come true.  On the other hand, if we say – in Africa lies opportunity, in Africa lies our future – there is a good chance it will come true. If we say, in our country, we can make it happen, in our country, we can go forward and achieve a better life for all, we are halfway down the road.

And we are making progress. Seven years ago we were still just talking about whether we could serve 10 million people with water. Look where we are now - well on the way to achieving that goal. Again this year, for the first time since 1997, we have over R1 billion for community water supply. By the 2004 we will have reached the 10 million target. Who would have thought it ?
That’s good news for you and your industry. You will continue to be key players in the business of getting water to people and making sure it keeps flowing. And you should not be concerned as I know some of you were when you hear that we are going to get assistance from overseas. We should be welcoming external assistance to the water sector – it can only help to grow the cake 

We are seeing greater appreciation of the role of groundwater in South Africa – highlighted by Minister Kasrils in Parliament in his Council of Provinces speech this week. 

This can also be seen from many separate events, initiatives and actions. Last year for instance, a proposal to spend money raising the Glen Alpine Dam for community water was turned down in favour of local groundwater which, it was concluded, could be developed faster and more cost-effectively. 

We saw the potential of groundwater to provide rapid solutions during the Cholera epidemic in Kwazulu-Natal. 

And you will no doubt also have followed the excitement about the “underground lake” stretching from Clanwilliam to Port Elizabeth. While we might not always thank the press for their rather sensationalist way of communicating, it is good to see the potential of groundwater reflected at national level. 

I hope that we will begin this year some pilot production drilling in the Table Mountain Group (TMG) aquifers as well as a start made to review the potential environmental impact of the kind of large scale extraction that early work suggests may be possible.  But we will definitely see a role for conjunctive management of groundwater and surface water in the Western Cape to help improve supply reliability in a region that is perhaps the most water stressed of all in South Africa and is most vulnerable to the impact of climate change. 

Now I know that you as an industry have felt somewhat sidelined at times. You have seen new funds and project approaches introduced and watched work flow past you.  Well, that’s why you have your industry and professional organisations which I am pleased to say have had an impact.

So the Department now has a separate delivery model for groundwater projects, which in the past were somewhat lost in the project management processes.  The district-level rather than province–wide implementation model we are moving to should definitely favour the local driller and groundwater consultant. 

During this year we would like to work with the groundwater industry on a number of projects and hope that the idea of the umbrella body is still alive to co-ordinate this. As part of the National Water Resource Strategy we have developed a draft groundwater component strategy which we would like to workshop and develop with you. 

We also want to work with the industry to revise the important minimum standards and guidelines for groundwater development. 

Last but not least, we want to grow our groundwater information system to a truly national one, receiving its principle data from drillers and consultants and serving these with data and information much more effectively than in the past. You will be pleased to know that my Department and the Council of Geoscience are working on a shared system through which a user will be able to access both organisations’ information from the same site on the Internet.

So the future is not without challenges and you should not rest on your laurels. As we roll out the new water structures as well as new local government you will have to deal with the many new clients in municipalities, cathment management agencies and their implementing agents. 

In building these relationships, one thing will be crucial for the industry and that is professionalism and maintenance of the highest standards. You will not achieve due recognition for groundwater and the role you can play in meeting the country’s needs if you do not build and earn the trust and respect of your stakeholders – and that includes ensuring that participation in your industry reflects all groups in society.

Because as I said at the start, there is huge opportunity out there, we can make it happen, in this country of ours, we can go forward and achieve a better life for all, and you here have a great part to play.

