Western Cape Water Summit 

Media release by the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry
8 April 2006
Head of Departments meet next Tuesday and Wednesday (11 and 12 April 2006) at Goudini Spa, Rawsonville, to determine a Provincial Water Sector Plan.  In efforts to integrate planning for sustainable water sector delivery for all spheres of Governance, the Department of Water Affairs has called all Stakeholders to actively participate in the composition of a Water Plan for the Western Cape Region.

The Summit is the first of its kind in the Region, fostering and facilitating inter-governmental relations. The Summit draws all Spheres of Governance (National, Provincial and Local), to discuss the State of the Nation Address (SONA) deliverables, as well as the State of the Province Address (SOPA). 

The following will be reviewed, discussed:

· What mechanisms are needed to ensure that all households in the Region have basic clean water and sanitation by the 2010?

· The action plan for ensuring that the bucket system is eradicated by the year 2010?

· An integrated plan for sustainable water provision in a water scarce province, despite climate change and other factors, to ensure adequate supply to water users, especially Historically Disadvantaged Users, such as Poor Resource Farmers.  How are various Departments ensuring that Poor Resource Framers are catered for in term of land, water and food?

· How are the various Departments planning around the issue of polluted water resources, such as rivers and canals? 

The Summit, in a nutshell, will seek to align and plan for sustainable water for the growth and development of our Region.  The meeting will take a closed-shop format, access by invite only, and targets key Decision makers in Government, Parastatals, and others.

Details of the Event

Dates:
11 - 12 March 2006

Venue:
Goudini Spa, Rawsonville

Media is encouraged to announce the Summit prior to the 11th of April 2006, but is also invited to attend a Media Lunch with the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry, Head of Departments and Partners

Date:
11 April 2006

Time:
13:30 – 14:30pm

Venue:
Goudini Spa, Rawsonville

For Media Enquiries:

Nandi Mgwadlamba

Cell: 082 909 3493
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